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wife to whom he was first married. JOHNSON. 'There was no harm in this, so far as she was only concerned, because volenti non fit injuria. But it was an offence against the general order of society, and against the law of the Gospel, by which one man and one woman are to be united. No man can have two wives, but by preventing somebody else from having one.'
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 17.
After dinner yesterday, we had a conversation upon cunning. M'Leod said that he was not afraid of cunning people ; but would let them play their tricks about him like monkeys. ' But, (said I,) they'll scratch ;' and Mr. M'Queen added, 'they'll invent new tricks, as soon as you find out what they do.' JOHNSON. ' Cunning has effect from the credulity of others, rather than from the abilities of those who are cunning. It requires no extraordinary talents to lie and deceive1.' This led us to consider whether it did not require great abilities to be very wicked. JOHNSON. ' It requires great abilities to have the power of being very wicked; but not to be very wicked. A man who has the power, which great abilities procure him, may use it well or ill; and it requires more abilities to use it well, than to use it ill. Wickedness is always easier than virtue; for it takes the short cut to every thing. It is much easier to steal a hundred pounds, than to get it by labour, or any other way. Consider only what act of wickedness requires great abilities to commit it, when once the person who is to do it has the power; for there is the distinction. It requires great
1 ' Every man wishes to be wise, and they who cannot be wise are almost always cunning . . . nor is caution ever so necessary as with associates or opponents of feeble minds.' The Idler, No, 92. In a letter to Dr. Taylor Johnson says :—' To help the ignorant commonly requires much patience, for the ignorant arc always trying to be cunning-.' Notes mid Queries, 6th S. v. 462. Churchill, in The Journey (1'ocms, ed. 1766, ii. 327), says:—
' 'Gainst fools bo guarded; 'tis a certain rule, Wits are safe things, there's danger in a fool.'
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